
The Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 
in le Havre 1850-1912 
 

Place Gambetta (previously Place Louis XVI) looking north (late 1800s) 

In the 1840s the old ramparts of the city were demolished making way for development.  

The Bassin du Commerce was built in 1820 and the Grand Théâtre in 1823, with the 

Place Louis XVI between them.  In 1850 the north side of Place Louis XVI was developed, 

including a new chapel at No. 21: La Chapelle Anglaise (also referred to as the Evangelical 

or Wesleyan chapel).  The inscription above the second storey reads 

 

 

 

In 1883, Place Louis XVI was renamed Place Gambetta after the French Prime Minister of 

1881-2, and renamed again Place du Général de Gaulle in 1970.   

The minister at the Wesleyan chapel in 1908 was Rev Paul Ellenberger (link).  His name 

appears on the January 1908 death certificate of my great grandfather’s step sister Hannah 

Vimont née Wells who lived in le Havre from about 1848 until her death.  He and my 

grandfather Richard Wells were the named witnesses; he described himself as pasteur and 

friend of the deceased.  The 1912 edition of ‘Hill’s Arrangement’ shows that the Rev 
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Ellenberger was in ‘French stations’ from 1905 to 1909 – presumably he was in le Havre 

for at least some of this time. 

In the early 1900s the bookshop adjoining the chapel to the west was demolished to make 

way for a new department store Les Galeries du Havre (inaugurated in 1911).  Shortly 

afterwards the chapel was demolished for a further extension of Les Galeries, joining the 

building to the east of the chapel.  An excellent illustrated article about this development by 

Daniel Haté (here) includes a close-up picture of the chapel. 

Les Galeries buildings were hit by an incendiary bomb in 1940 and gutted by fire.  The shell 

of the building was finally demolished by Allied bombing in 1944.  Ground-floor shops with 

apartments above, presumably built in the late 1940s or 1950s, now stand on the site. 

 

 

http://havrais-dire.over-blog.com/article-aux-galeries-du-havre-1-2-plan-en-fin-d-article-125391434.html

